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Presidents Patt Phil Guerwey 


Guess what? We ARE going to have an 

A4000 demonstration for the February 
meeting. I can guarantee it. I have already 
had a play with the machine itself (very 
fast and HAM68 pictures are stunning!) 
and, barring foul play, it will be there. 
\. Even better, we have been promised a 
~ \ loan of an A1200 for the night also. I 
have not actually seen that one yet, but 
_\. Computer Spot assures me they will 
~\ have a demo model about now. 
_._..\ Should be an interesting night. 














Computer Spot are already taking 

orders at $1499 for the A1200 with a 40MB 

hard drive. Delivery is expected in 2 months or so. No report yet of an Australian price for 

the A4000, but a couple of places have imported a few independently and have sold them 

for $3995 with 6MB RAM and a 120MB hard disk. Still on prices, the best buy of the 

month was reported to me recently - a lucky person picked up a A3000/UX with 16MB 
RAM and a 200MB disk for just $2,000 from a store that "just wanted to get rid of it!" 


I hope all members had a good Xmas and are looking forward to the most interesting new 
year we have had for quite a while as far as new developments in the world of Amiga 
computers. In this household, the Amiga’s Xmas presents were copies of AMOS 
Professional (upgrade), True BASIC (see article) and Zool. If anyone knows a reliable way 
of killing that mean guitar at the end of level 2.3 of Zool, please phone us and ask for Tom. 


To all those members who indicated an interest in joining a Special Interest Group (SIG): I 
left a letter to each of you on a table in the area adjacent to the library at the main meeting 
in December and about half were picked up. The letter contained a list of all the others 
interested in the same area as yourself with their phone numbers. It is up to yourselves to 
arrange to meet each other, either at the meeting or elsewhere. Hopefully, a leader for each 
group will emerge. The remaining letters will be there again in February. 


All the best for 1993. 


February 2nd 1993 8pm Sharp _ 
- C. C.U.G.Q. BARDON PRO CENTRE 
| DEMONSTRATION 
A1200 & A4000 COMPUTERS 
SEE THE OUTPUT ON THE LARGE 
VIDEO SCREEN 


BE EARLY TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT 
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DID YOU KNO 





By Peter Hughes 


I believe that "Amiga Shopper" is the best 
magazine on the market for the Amiga 
both for content and price. They 
maintained the "Newspaper" look and 
quality which has kept the price down, but 
the content has increased. 


It has a wonderful "Amiga Answers" 
section where its says "ALL YOUR 
HASSLES BASHED TO BITS". The 
December issue lists 85 problems of which 
I will list some. 


WORK WHILE PRINTING 


Iam fed up waiting for printouts from my 
Star LC-10 and would like to continue 
working in Professional Page while it ts 
printing. Is there a software printer buffer 
for use with Professional Page? I am sure 
this would be a relatively simple task 
considering the device-based nature of 
the Amiga 


Yes there is. It’s called CMD and it’s in 
the Utilities drawer on your Workbench 
1.3 disk, or in the Tools drawer on 
Workbench 2.04. 

CMD redirects printer output from the 
PRT: device to a file on disk or in RAM. to 
use it you would double click the CMD 
icon, after which the very next thing you 
print gets sent (by default) to 
"RAM:CMD _ FILE". If you want to 
change the device and / or filename, then 
alter the icon’s "FILE=" Tool Type to 
reflect the device and filename you require 
- change it to "FILE=DF0:PPageSpool" for 
example, to save the file under the name 
"PPageSpool" on to a disk in the internal 
drive (DFO:). 

CMD can also be used from the command 
line; type CMD HELP for a brief run down 
on the syntax and options that can be 
specified. 
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S 
After the file has been saved to disk or 
RAM, you need to use the copy command 
to send the file to the printer, via the 
paralell device PAR:, not the PRT: printer 
device. So the command would look 
something like this:- 


Copy RAM:CMD FILE TO PAR: 


And while the copy command is printjy 
your page or pages, you can go back to 
Professional Page and continue working 
Keep in mind that you’ll need a fair amout 
of spare memory if you are going to SPoo] 
to RAM:, and that the ’printer’ for Som 
pages or documents may be larger than ity 
fit on a floppy. I see you’ve got 2mb at te 
moment, I’d recommend at least 2Mi, 
more. 


This technique is used by Jagy 
Marianoff and myself for the "Synaps 
Computer Supplies" advert. I cany 5 
print a ProPage file via Pagestream 
the HP Laser Printer so Jason prints his 
advert to a "CMD File" the 
compresses it with LHA puts it on pj 
BBS with a note for me. . 
I call the BBS, download the file, una; 
it to RAM:, (save to disk) then COpy it a 
PAR: and voila it sends it to the printe; 
prints out the two sheets of A4 which | 
pass on to Terry Steer of Towns-Eng 
Printing who then uses his copy camera 
to reduce it to A5 and make the Plates 
for "Cursor". 

It is possible to get a large file onto a 
floppy by compressing it, for example 
the "Synapse" advert in this "Cursor" 
as downloaded from BBS and saved to 
floppy is 150653 bytes in length. The 
same file when unarced to RAM: is 
1700785 bytes long. 

So if you have a problem don’t despair, 
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usually your system with perform the 
task, it’s just that Commodore does not 
explain things to well in the manual. 

I only became aware of this after Jason 
had a problem with the Bureau he was 
using could not assist because of printer 
problems and Jason mentioned CMD 
and we have evolved this system which 
works very well 


CLOCK THAT 


When booting up I get the message ’Can’t 

find battery backed-up clock’. My clock 
works if I reset it each time - what’s going 
on. 


When you say reset do you mean RESET 
or re-set as in change the time? The most 
likely cause of this is the hardware clock 
has been corrupted at some point and you 
are only re-setting the the system software 
clock. The RTC on the trapdoor is only 
read during boot-up, after that the system 
time is maintained by Kickstart using 
timing "ticks" from one of the CIAs. The 
simple answer is to leave the machine on 
for at least eight hours to make sure the 
battery is fully charged, then follow these 
steps:- 

a) Boot your Workbench disk. 

b) Open a Shell window. 

c) Enter the following. 

d) Now set the clock from preferences and 
select SAVE. Nip back to the Shell and 
check the time and date are correct like 


this:- 
DATE 


e) Just to make sure the RTCis fixed now 
enter this:- 


SETCLOCK LOAD 
DATE 


and you should get the same date and time 
back again. 

If that doesn’t work, then follow steps 
"c" and "d" again but skip "e" Now enter : 
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SETCLOCK SAVE 
SETCLOCK LOAD 
DATE 


If the clock is still causing problems get 
the RAM card checked out by your local 
dealer. 


I was recently the victim of the dreaded 
"Battery backed-up clock not found" 
syndrome and was told everything from 
CIA’s Clock Chip to Motherboard.. 


Seing as I had had a major crash on my 
A2500 which culminated in clobbering 
everthing on my Hard Drive I was 
thinking there must be some$hing major 
wrong as after I set the date etc in 
Preferences and saved it on re-booting it 
informed me that it could still not find 
the clock. More doom and gloom. 


Then on obtaining my copy of "AMIGA 
SHOPPER" I discovered the 
SETCLOCK RESET command and 
after setting the time and date etc 
Opened a CLI typed SETCLOCK 
RESET, my trusty machine had a think 
for a while and then displayed the day, 
date and time. 


Once again for the princely sum of $4.95 
"Amiga Shopper" had saved the day. 
It’s no wonder that I pester my 
Newsagent for news of its arrival. 


This magazine is aimed at the beginner 
as well as the experienced user and 
contains a wealth of information and 
reviews every issue - well worth the 
money 


The January edition of 


ines 


Amiga Shopper will see the 
Introduction of a Cover Disk 
as they say "Packed with the 
latest and greatest in 
Shareware and Public Domain Utilities. 
Volume 1 will be packed with programs 
you won’t have seen the like of before, 
and of course with step by step 
instructions." 
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Steve Hovelroud 


Well by the time you read this AMOS 
Professional will be in the stores. Easy 
AMOS has been out for quite a few 
months and PRO is the next step in the 
AMOS line. AMOS EASY showed some 
of the new editor and the amazing 
debugger but in reality Easy AMOS was a 
much cut down version of the original 
AMOS. Enter AMOS Professional, with 
over 700 commands ina slickly presented 
package. 


The "PRO" package comes with a manual 
about an inch thick and is half as big again 
as the old manual, couple this with 6 disks 
and there you have it. 


The 6 disks are; 
1) The AMOS Pro System Disk 
2) An Accessories Disk 
3) A Tutorial Disk 
4) An Example Disk 
5) Productivity Disk 1 
6) Productivity Disk 2. 


Installation is simply put the system disk in 
DFO: and reboot, you will be asked what 
your name is and will be given a unique 
registration number generated from your 
name. 


Following this you are asked various 
question relating to what your machine 
setup is and if you have a hard drive how 
much of the above six disks do you want 
to load onto your hard drive. Selecting all 
disks takes up approx. 4.3 megs of HD 
space and if you have the room I suggest 
taking this option. 
CURSOR 
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Professional is what its called ang an 
enormous amount of effort has been put 
into the manual to make it as professiona] 
as possible. It is certainly light years ahead 
of the old AMOS manual and js now 
broken up into chapters dealing with 
commands that are related certain 
functions. 


The first chapter deals with the editor 
which has been totally AMIGA’ised, not 
cloned from an Atari ST. The Workbench 
2 look is in, and the editor screen reflects 
this. 


Normal Amiga style menus are used but 
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there is still an ICON bar at the top of the 
screen allowing certain functions like 
direct mode, memory usage and even 
WorkBench selection here. All of the old 
function key modes/operations are in the 
menus plus a heap more. 


There is nothing, and I mean nothing that 
is not customisable in the editor screen, 
even the graphics of the borders,buttons 
and icons can be 
changed.(More of 
this later.) 


Any key combo can 
be assigned easily 
to any function and 
you can put any 
function in a menu 
of your choice. An 
accessory program 
like the new 
Sprite/BOB Editor 
can be put in a 
menu and when 
called can directly 
affect the program 
you are writing. 
Multiple windows 
can be opened up on the editor screen and 
these can contain either another program 
or another section of the same program. 
This allows you to look at two pieces of 
the same code that is more than a page 
away fromeach other.  _ 

To go with this option is the CURSOR 
LINK option which will step through the 
two listing windows together. Macro’s can 
be set, you can mark a position with a 
little tag and jump to this position in the 
code with a simple key combo/menu 
selection. There are simply to many 
options here to explain!! 





Next Chapter deals with the HELP 
options. This is one of the most improved 
aspects of AMOS and leaves most other 
programs for dead. If you hit the HELP 
key or call help from the menu, up comes 
the help screen. This is in the guise of 
HYPERTEXT. For those of you who don’t 
know what HYPERTEXT is, it is a system 
of displaying a text file with certain words 
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highlighted. These words can be clicked 
on and will take the reader to another 
section of related text. 


You can either follow the chain through to 
find the help you need but if you want 
help about a command simply type it into 
the editor or find it in the listing, click on it 
and hit the help key. Up comes the help 
screen with the entire syntax for that 
command and a description of what it 
does. Many of the commands are 
highlighted in hypertext fashion and 
clicking on this will ask you if you want to 
load a demo program showing the use of 
the command you are having trouble with. 
All this is done without disturbing you 
original code in the slightest. 


Next follows the usual chapters similar to 
the original AMOS manual but in a far 
more readable manner. Commands are 
grouped together logically and a more 
detailed explanation is given. Nearly 
every command is represented in one the 
the many example programs and these 
files have been commented thoroughly and 
are quite easy to understand. One thing to 
note is that now you can have more that 
15 memory banks, up to 65535 banks in 
fact. 





I'll skip over the commands that were in 
the old AMOS but many of them have 
been refined somewhat and little options 
added here and there. The first radical] new 
commands are the IFF animation 
commands. These will play normal ANIM 
5S type animations (DPAINT) even faster 
than DPAINT. About the only thing you 
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can’t do with anims is play them 
backwards, here are some example 
commands. 

FRAME LOAD 

FRAME LENGTH 

FRAME PLAY 

FRAME SKIP 

FRAME PARAM 


Next up are the new audio commands that 
allow you to directly play MED modules 
and also SOUND/NOJSE/PRO-Tracker 
modules. 


Chapter 9 deals with a group of commands 
called INTERFACE. These commands 
define, display, change and allow 
interaction with on screen buttons/gadgets 
and the like. I haven’t gotten too deeply 
into this section yet as it’s rather 
comprehensive but it looks very 
impressive. The actual PRO editor screen 
uses this INTERFACE system and you 
can even hook your programs into the 
editors interface?? (That’s what the book 
says!) 





There are commands for MIDI, serial, 
parallel and printer access. A much 
needed screen dump command.(Allowing 
scaling even.) Arrexx is even supported. 
One weird set of commands has to do with 
the AMIGA’s speech function. The 
commands MOUTH WIDTH and 
MOUTH HEIGHT and MOUTH READ 
use the narrator device (don’t know if it’s 
the real CBM one) to generate a width and 
height number that can be used to generate 
a mouth shape which mimics the speech. 
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Chapter 11 deals with Libraries and 
Devices. AMOS PRO still does not really 
support Intuition but it allows easy use of 
the AMIGA system. 


Commands such as, ASSIGN - same as 
the normal DOS assign command EXEC 
- allows you to execute a CLI command 
LIB OPEN - open a system library LIB 
CALL - call a function from a library 
DOSCALL - call a dos library function 
EXECALL - " an EXEC » " 
GFXCALE =~” .a Graphic. “* " 
INTCALL - "an Intuition" " You can 
also set equates, set up data structures and 
open and close devices. 


Chapter 12 deals with the MONITOR 
This is another one of PRO’s great hew 
functions. By using the monitor you can 
run your program and single step through 
it or run it at a reduced speed or at ful] 
throttle. In all but the fastest speed a 
separate screen shows a 1/4 size of the 
front screen of your game. At the same 
time your program listing scrolls Past 
displaying the current line being 
interpreted. You can click on any variable 
in the listing and its current value wil] be 
displayed from then on. Also you can 
change the 1/4 size screen to view an 
other screens which are normally hidden in 
your game. At the fastest speed in the 
monitor your game appears to be runnin 
normal but if an error occurs yoy 6 
straight into the monitor screen not 
dumped back to the direct screen. Also ; 
this chapter is an explanation of al] the 
error codes and what might have causeg 
them. 


Chapter 13.1 deals with configuring the 
editor/interpreter and how too cope if 
memory is getting tight. The rest of 
chapter 13 is devoted to the accompanying 
accessories; the Object Editor (bob ang 
sprites), the Menu Editor, the Disc 
Manager (a basic file manager), the 
AMAL Editor, the Sample Bank Maker 
and the Resource Creator (Used with the 
Interface Commands). 


FEBRUARY 1993 





Chapter 14 talks about creating run only 
programs (no editor) and gives a brief 
discussion about PAL/NTSC displays. 
Also in this section 1s a description of all 
the memory bank structures that PRO 
uses. 


That about covers it the manual. AMOS 
PRO itself is no faster/slower than the old 
AMOS but is definitely easier to use. Who 
should buy PRO, well if you have AMOS 
then you must realise that it is a dead 
product and no more updates will be 
issued for it. If you want to continue using 
AMOS then an upgrade either to PRO or 
AMOS EASY is the go. Anyone who 
wishes to program on their AMIGA and 
isn’t up to learning "C" (me) and has even 
a rudimentary knowledge of BASIC will 
have no trouble with AMOS PRO. 


Currently there is no compiler for PRO and 
all of the old extensions (3D,TOME...) 
won’t work either. 


BEWARE! Tome 4 has just become 
available and it is NOT compatible with 
PRO. 


The compiler should be out in the next 
month (read 1-3) and also the 3D 
extension should be updated by then as 
well. These will be available via the usual 
AMOS CLUB PD orders. Lets hope the 
compiler has had some work put into it as 
the old one was barely passable. All your 
old AMOS 1.3x programs will run fine 
under PRO but not the other way of 
course. If like me you run both then you 
must be careful not to load a program into 
PRO and save it out again and expect it to 
work under 1.34. 
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REPORT 


The members and visitors who attended 
the December meeting were treated to a 
fine demonstration of "Amos Professional" 
by Steve Hovelroud. 





Steve is a professional himself the way he 
can manipulate this software package and I 
feel sure will provide future Amos articles 
and of course he is always ready to assist 
the learner. 


Thanks Steve for taking the time out of 
your busy programming schedule to 
provide a truly interesting evening and 
good luck with the marketing. 


The notes I made on the meeting have 
somehow managed to avoid being collated 
by failing to materialise from the safe 
repository in which I placed them. In other 
words I lost them!! 


I make the plea again is there some kind 
soul who would like to string together a 
few words for this report every month. 


[am amazed at the number of members we 
have and they all have a computer and 
most have word processors and printers - 


. yet instead of a flow of materia] to 


"Cursor" I get a trickle - what do you do 
with your machines? .... play games. 


With the introduction of the A1200 and the 
A4000 there is going to be a thirst for 
knowledge and experiences. 


The trials and tribulations associated with 
these computers should spark great debate. 
Share these experiences with your fellow 
members by documenting them for 
inclusion in "Cursor". 


Remember we have many country 
members who have limited access to first 
hand information. They would appreciate 
your views on this new era of computing my 
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URLS 


THE FASTEST GIRL 
ON THE CAMPUS 





Wow! Not Bad! Gee Whiz! Department - 
or is my Silicon Graphics IRIS Indigo 
better than your Amiga? 


The department at the University at which 
I work has received funds to buy a 
computer with the name given above. I 
regard this Unix workstation as the 
ultimate in a personal computer. Not 
accessible to many, unfortunately not even 
to me (go on, why can’t I take it home and 
play with it?). 


Here’s a little about what you get for 
nearly $50,000. I apologise that there is no 
room to explain every bit of technical 
detail. 


The 64-bit cpu is a R4000SC which is the 
latest generation of "reduced instruction 
set", or RISC, microprocessors produced 
by MIPS. It runs at 50 MHz externally and 
100 MHz internally. On-board are 8K 
caches each for data and instructions and 
there is an external cache of 1 MB. 


The main memory board can hold 384 MB 
of 36-bit DRAM.Custom chips manage 
interrupts, I/O, the bus, fill pixels and draw 
lines, access colour tables etc and allow a 
sustained data transfer rate from CPU to 
RAM of 266 MB/sec. A custom chip 
includes "Virtual DMA" which means that 
the processor can request DMA access to a 
data block without knowing the physical 
address, or whether it is contiguous in 
memory. System performance is 85 MIPS 
or 16 MFLOPS (double precision).The 
"entry" graphics board contains 8 bit- 
planes for screen images that are stored in 
a frame buffer of up to 1024 by 768 pixels. 
Also, there are 2 bit planes for overlays, 
and 2 bit planes for window-clipping 
Support. 


A 32-bit "Z-Buffer" is dynamically 
allocated in main RAM for calculating 3D 
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image projections. Fancier graphics boards 
are available for extra $’s, many extra.Peak 
fill rate is 40,000,000 pixels per second. 
Characters are rendered by the CPU, by- 
passing the graphics board, and reach the 
screen at the rate of up to 180,000 
characters per second. 


The raster engine does Gouraud shading at 
5 million pixels per second for lines and 49 
million pixels per second for spans with 
optional dithering.To emphasise the 
"ultimate personal computer" tag, all IRIs 
Indigo workstations support 24-bit digita] 
stereo and 16-bit analog stereo sound. A 
powerful digital signal processor is useq 
with its custom real time operating system 
An add-on video board is offered that puts 
live video in a window anywhere on Screen 
with overlay and chroma keying. It Can 
send live video out and grab images all 
without cpu or graphics performance bein 
reduced.The graphics library, that can pe 
called from programs written in C, C44 
Fortran, Ada or Pascal, offers over 394 
function calls that supports I/O devices 
(mice, digitizing tablets), screen buttons 
gadgets etc and apply orthographic o; 
perspective projections to map Coordinates 
to any viewport on the screen. Objects cay 
be translated, rotated and scaled in rea] 
time without flicker. 


This pretty looking system comes with a 
19" monitor that weighs 72Ib and needs 4 
decent sized, and strong, table all to itself. 


Us Amiga users should not to be too 
ashamed by these specifications. With the 
Amiga hardware, add-ons like OpalVisjon 
and available software, we can do almost 
everything the IRIS can do, only the IR[s 
does it all one hell of a lot faster. 


Fh Cauerney 
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GPSoftware | 6. 
PhonelFax 07 366 1402 Specialists 





Modem & Software Packages Available 
Netcomm* Avtek*Maestro*Zy Xel 
NETWORKING: GPSoftware is the 
Australian distributor for OXXI NOVELL 
the Amiga Client Software for connection to 


MAC or PC’s running NOVELL V 2.15 or 
higher of NOVELL NETWARE. 


COMMUNICATING [f[GPSoftware 
ACROSS AUSTRALIA §f|21 Aloomba Rodd: _ 
ACROSS THE WORLD JJ/ASHGROVE OLD 4060 
Phone (07) 366 1402 












































WANTED KNOWN 





Our hard working Secretary 
Gordon Wright who is heavily 
into 24 Bit Imaging called to say 
that he had subscribed to a 
publication called "24BITS & 
PIECES" at a cost of $18 per 
year. He said that it was small 
but quite good and would bring it 
along to the February meeting 
for anyone to peruse. It is edited 
and published by David Jacobs 
Creations Audio Visual Services, 
120 McGilvray Avenue, Noranda 
WA 6062. Also PD 24 Bit Image 
Disks are available from PD24 
PO Box 143, Morley WA 6062 
who will send a free Catol. of 
disks available or a 4 disk Catol 
for $10 with thumbnail graphics. 
Disks are priced at $5 each and 
every five ordered attracts one 
free one. 


WORKSHOP 
A Commodore workshop 
will be held at Woombye & 
Landsborough at 1pm last 
Saturday of month 
alternately 
(074) 92 3205 

Note:- Not affiliated with 

CCUGQ 
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WANTED KNOWN 
5th January 1993 





A recent CURSOR mentioned 
that KMart appeared to going 
out of Amigas. 

This seems to be the case at 
KMART Garden City they have 
1084S Monitors for $299, A509 
Starter Kits $649. 

I also checked Big W at Kuraby 
and they had the following A500 
$554, A501 Ram Expansion $79, 
1011 External Disk Drive $99, 
C64 Test Pilot Pack $397. 


Yours sincerely Derek Hackett 





FOR SALE 
A590 40 MEG HD 
$500 
SEAN FLANIGAN 
PHONE (07) 344 3146 





SYNAPSE 
COMPUTER 
SUPPLIES 


07 $99 0980 
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WANTED KNOWN 
From: Mick Gooch 
To: Peter Hughes 


/ 
WANTED 


Pete, This is the note I received with a Christmas 
Card from Mike Simpson, it may be of interest to the 


The President| |“ 


would like input 
from members 
for Main Meetings 
Calendar. If you 
have any 
suggestions please 
contact the 
President as soon 
as possible so that 
it can be finalised 
and published. 
This is 


URGENT 


AMIGA TICLP! COLURIN 


This is the HELP! column for users of Amiga computers. If you would like to share your experience in 
the fields of programming, software, hardware etc. with your fellow members, submit your name with 
your area of expertise to the editor. 













"Dear A-Gene User, Just a quick line to wish you a 
Merry Christmas and to remind you that as a 
registered A-GENE user you can upgrade to the latest 
version at any time by merely returning your original 
disk along with $5-00 to cover the cost of post and 


packing. 


A-GENE is now at version 4.23 and has many new 
features including on-line help screens and now 
comes with GEDCOM file exchange compatibility to 
allow you to hexchange your A-GENE files with 
users of GEDCOM compatible genealogy programs 
hon the IBM PC and the MAC. 


Mike Simpson 

11 Merauke St., 

Whalan, NSW 2770 

AUSTRALIA Pho/Fax: (02)-6254096" 














NAME: HELP OFFERED WITH: 









PHONE NO: 








Richard Carde BBS GURU, Programming 3006315 
Bob Devries OS9 Operating System 372 7816 
Robert Googe Video & Audio Digitising 288 8863 
Steve Hovelroud Audio Digitising, Amos 298 5128 
Jason Marianoff RAM expansion, Hardware Mods 899 0980 
Paul O’Brien Amateur Radio Communication 397 4102 
Brendan Pratt Modems, Telecommunications, Sidecar (075) 463 317 
Grant Robinson AmigaBasic 359 4315 
John Van Staveren Easy Ledgers Accounting Program 372 3651 
Superbase Personal 

Mike Williams AmigaBasic (Beginners), Sound 209 9084 
Rod Williams Monitors & Video Interfacing 263 8990 


These are private numbers so only ring between the hours of 6pm and 9pm week nights. 
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Guerney 


Readers of Amazing Computing may have 
noticed ads recently for a $US15 Student 
Edition of the programming language True 
BASIC. This seemed interesting, and 
within our club’s (and my) finances, so I 
used my new Avtek Fax Modem, 
Pagestream and GPFax to send off a 
request to True BASIC Inc (New 
Hampshire USA) for details on payment 
arrangements and postage costs to 
Australia - the fax cost $1.49. Sometime in 
the next eight hours (while I was asleep) 
came the faxed reply with all the answers. 
What a great way to communicate 
overseas. Very fast, and about the same 
cost as airmail postage. Back went another 
fax to order three copies ($6 postage each - 
would have been the whole $18 just for 
one copy, so much cheaper each that way) 
and they were delivered 14 days later - but 
Xmas did come in the middle, so it could 
have been even quicker anothertime. 


True BASIC was written by the original 
inventors of Dartmouth BASIC in the 
1960’s, Kemeny and Kurtz. (John Kemeny 
died just a few weeks ago). These two 
were annoyed that the "street BASIC" 
versions that had been developed for many 
computers were limited and missed out on 
the structured programming commands 
that were part of their original philosophy. 
The language had developed a bad 
reputation for spaghetti code and lack of 
power. True BASIC is structured, does not 
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use line numbers, is modular and although 
GOTO is supported the manual refuses to 
describe its use! 


The Student Edition of True BASIC runs 
any program written in the 
language, even if written in the 
PRO version ($US495), or the 
Standard version ($US99). The 
difference is that the manual you 
get is only 200 pages and just 
lists some of the "advanced" 
commands without describing 
them in detail, and the package 
does not include the ability to 
create Runtime programs that 
can be distributed to people 
without the interpreter. The 
specifications of the Student Editions for 
the Mac and PC claim that it also limited 
to saving programs of 150 lines or less, 
However the Amiga version does not seem 
to have this restriction - I have created (by 
copying and pasting) programs of several 
hundred lines and they have saved, loaded 
and run properly. Anyway, True BASIC 
program files are plain ASCII so this 
restriction would have been absurdly easy 
to get around since you can use any text 
editor to create the source file and then 
load it into True BASIC! 


The language will be easy to work with for 
users of Amiga BASIC, and is an excellent 
replacement for future owners of the 
A1200 and other 32-bit machines Which 
will not run Amiga BASIC. The biggest 
Surprise is that by default you must use 
LET with assignment statements, but this 
bit of BASIC purity can be turned off With 
OPTION NOLET at the beginning of 
every program. The program can even 
operate with the familiar Workbench 
windows for output, listings and, in True 
BASIC, a separate command Window 
However the default is for a Separate 
screen to open to display output and from 
which a click of the mouse returns you to 
Workbench and the editor window after 
your program reaches the (compulsory) 
END statement. 


The commands in True BASIC are 
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relatively few compared to AMOS (which 
now has over 700!) but they can do 
everything. There is DO/LOOP, 
IF/ELSEIF/ELS E/ENDIF, FOR/NEXT 
and SELECT CASE/CASE/CASE 
ELSE/END SELECT. 


That CASE syntax is very useful and 
replaces a lot of IF/THEN statements in 
other dialects. For more power, there are a 
series of matrix statements like MAT 
READ, MAT PRINT, MAT PLOT 
POINTS and functions which operate on 
matrices like DOT (return dot product of 
two vectors), DET (return determinant of a 
square matrix) and INV (return inverse of 
square matrix). Other powerful features 
include the string search functions such as 
POS(x$,y$,n) (return first occurence of y$ 
in x$ after character n) and even 
NCPOSR(x$,y$) (return position of last 
occurence in x$ of any character not in y$ 
going backwards from position n in x$ - 
now when have I ever needed that one!!). 
Independent libraries of functions and 
subroutines can be created and used as 
external files that effectively expand the 
language to your own liking. 


All True BASIC programs run unmodified 
on all computers that it is sold for, 
including the PC, Mac and Unix 
workstations, with the exception of some 
graphics and sound commands (I wouldn’t 
imagine SETMODE LACEHIGH16 would 
do much good on a Mac!). The strength of 
True BASIC is definitely in non-graphics 
applications. AMOS is far and away more 
powerful including the use of BOBS and 
SPRITES which can not be touched in 
True BASIC as it comes (but True BASIC 
does have direct access to the Amiga 
operating system via a library file provided 
so anything could be done, but certainly 
not as easily as with AMOS). Some 
graphic commands qre unique, such as the 
ability to definu a "PICTURE" with PLOT 
commands and then DRAW the PICTURE 
with translation, scaling botati n and 
shear. A GRAPHLIB library i# provided 
that has subroutines called Axes, Ticks, 
FPlot (function plot), Bars and others for 
easy graphs. 
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How fast is True BASIC? I found a review 
of the first version of True BASIC for the 
PC in the May 1985 BYTE magazine. It 
gave a few classic benchmark programs 
and compared their speed with versions for 
PC-BASIC and Turbo Pascal on a 
4.77MHz IBM-PC. The classic sieve 
benchmark ran 9 times faster in True 
BASIC than in PC-BASIC on the IBM, but 
it ran nearly another 3 times faster again on 
my standard 7 MHz A500! AMOS (see the 
table) ran the same program at the IBM-PC 
speed, while Amiga BASIC ambled along 
taking 6 times longer than True BASIC. 
The numerical accuracy of True BASIC 
was also much better than standard AMOS 
or Amiga BASIC, and it could calculate 
the factorial of 170 compared to only 12 
for an integer in AMOS - but the new (and 
buggy) double precision mode in AMOS 
Pro also just managed 170 factorial, 
although more slowly than in True BASIC. 


I took a mathematically intensive Amiga 
BASIC graphics program that drew fancy 
polar coordinate curves from the latest 
Megadisc (#31) and converted it to run in 
True BASIC and AMOS. It ran the fastest 
by far in AMOS. I thought that True 
BASIC would catch-up after I commented 
out the DRAW/PLOT/LINE commands. 
They all finshed sooner, but AMOS stayed 
ahead. The various benchmarks I tried 
were inconsistent as faras AMOS or True 
BASIC being faster, but completely 
consistent in both being faster than 
AmigaBASIC. Overall, True BASIC is the 
best for scientific and other non-graphic 
algorithms and AMOS is the best when 
you want to include graphics, sprites and 
sound. 


One copy of True BASIC is now in the 
Commercial Library (first new program for 
a while), I bought the second for myself 
and the third went immediately it was 
offered at the January workshop. If 
anybody else would like to buy True 
BASIC, at around $A35, please let me 
know. That price assumes I wil] be 
ordering them in bulk to keep postage 
ed om I can honestly say that it is the 
est value programming la 
available for the Anict, My "Leelee bh 
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OPTIMUM LIBRARY 
ORGANISATION 


By Vic Mobbs. 






Library outcomes result from different library inputs. 
Therefore the NEEDS of any library are the first 
consideration rather than the last. 


Experience has shown that our library, (which is technical by 
nature) has specific needs of PORTABILITY, with everything easy to 
find (A place for everything, and everything in its place.) Combining these 
two features, we are drawn to the conclusion that the library needs to be unitized into 
sequentially numbered boxes that can be easily picked up by one librarian and transported 
or shelved very easily. This requires the use of light-weight standardized, colour-coded 
boxing material. 


To minimize time handling processes, the whole library database needs to be 
facilitated through an in-expensive self-programable database that is accessed through a 
light-weight portable cheap computer. This computer must have a bank of utilities 
designed to recover a thousand items of data that otherwise may be lost, together with an 
operator that knows how to use them in an emergency - like a bolt from the blue. (This 
does happen from time to time.) 


This program needs to be made available to any member who may wish to search for 
the title, the subject, the location, the borrowing status, or the key-number of the item. 


The librarian’s disk should bring-up the member’s name, phone-number and 
membership status if required, together with the list of borrowings outstanding. Access to 
this file should be restricted to the librarian’s disk. This means that the program must be 
floppy disk-based, to allow for greater security. 


Such a system needs to be portable from the C64-C128 through to the Amiga, so that 
members may get the disk for their own computer. Such a system requirement is only met 
at the present time by a database program. 


An added advantage of this new portable system, is that it would enable the library 
facilities to be offered at the work-shops, with a minimum of personnel to run it. This 
could run similtaneousely to the workshop without needing an extra program time slot, 
The work-shop is also a good place to give people experience at using the database. 


Sub Editor’s Note: 
Vic has been employed as a librarian looking after technical libraries not much 
different to our own. 






This article was supplied to me via Douglas Maclurkin and I would suggest 
that you direct any input on this subject direct to Vic Mobbs who can then 
collate and evaluate the merits of such a system and present it to the 
Committee for discussion. Ed. 
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UPDATE FOR THE 64/128 

There are a lot of recent peripherals and 
new programs which you may not have 
heard about. The following is not a 
complete list but will serve to whet your 
appetite. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 

This is an addition to "THE WRITE 
STUFF" which allows you to add graphics 
to your text. It will be reviewed in a future 
issue of ’Cursor’ and we will have several 
lectures about it. Already it shows great 
promise. We have copies both for the 64 
and 128. ($10 plus $3 p&p). 


THE WRITE STUFF PUBLISHER 
This program is still in the pipeline but 
promises to be of the same high standard 
as the other BB products. 


RAMDRIVE and RAMLINK 

These are the very latest in Ram drives and 
in fact supercede the old REU’S which are 
becoming increasingly difficult to obtain. 


These drives are designed for optimum 
speed, compatibility and capacity with the 
built in capacity to maintain data while the 
computer is turned off. They are both 
equipped with an external power supply 
and battery backup capabilities so that 
there is safe data retention even during 
power failure. 


These drives also have their own built-in 
DOS which means they are extremely 
compatible with software because they are 
recognized as disk drives- not as RAM 
devices which may require special 
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NEWS 


BY DOUGLAS MACLURKIN 


VIEWS 


programming to be recognised. In addition 
they also have the computer portion of 
JiffyDOS which provides the convenience 
of a DOS wedge with commands such as 
Copy, Rename, Load, Save &c. 


The price is a little formidable ranging 
from US$200 upwards depending on the 
Mb capacity. It is not too bad if you look at 
it as another disk drive. 


1581 DISK DRIVE 

The 1581 uses a 3 1/2 hard disk similar to 
the Amiga, which holds about ten times the 
amount of data held in a double sided 1571 
floppy disk. Also the speed is greatly 
increased. The drive can be numbered 
from 8-10; I have had my 64/128 modified 
so that I can switch from 8 to 9; this allows 
me to allocate 8 to the 1581 which then 
responds to the 128’s ’Directory’ and other 
commands and also the built-in Turbo 
commands in the 64. 


With the increased capacity I have been 
able to load in TWS 128 and the 
dictionaries all on the same disk. It wil] 
also prove invaluable for Superbase where 
Superscript and all the required data can be 
stored on one side. 


On the down side it is impossible to load 
into it any programs which are not 
specifically named eg games and most 
commercial programs. 


The 1581 is still available but be quick! It 
has a price range of $US200 up. 
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HARD DRIVES 
HD Series Hard Drives for the 64 and 128. 


These hard drives have a standard capacity 
of 20, 40, 100 and 200 Megabytes and are 
about 100 times faster than a 1541. They 
are completely compatible wuth nearly all 
commercial software and support all 
Commodore DOS commands and GEOS 
and CP/M. 


An HD 20 Mb costs US$399.95 and a 200 
MB costs $1099.95. 


GEOMAKE Boot 

Creates boot disks on all GEOS supported 
drves (1541, 1571, 1581, HD’s, RAM 
drives). Includes a version for the 64 and 
128. Price US$12.95. 


PERFECT PRINT 

This program helps eliminate the jagged 
output on the GEOS fonts on 9 and 24 pin 
printers. Price with LQ fonts US$49.95. 
The above updates are but a few of many 
new items available in the 8 bit market and 


hopefully indicate a continued interest in 
the 64/128. 


CURSOR SUBMISSIONS 


Those members in the 64/128 Group who 
wish to submit articles to Cursor’ may be 
somewhat confused as to how to proceed 
bearing in mind that Peter Hughes (our 
Newsletter Editor) has only an Amiga and 
has no 1541 or 1571 drives or other 
complementary equipment. 


The following choices, however, are 
available to you:- 

1. If you have a modem then upload your 
article into the BBS in message area 
number 7 (Cursor Control Centre). 

2. Post your 5 1/4 inch floppy disk to Peter 
in the usual way but make sure your article 
is in True ASCII and is a sequential file. 
This is no problem if you are using "THE 
WRITE STUFF’: if you are using 
Speedscript then press Control-\ and then 
the A key on the first line of your 
document and print it to disk: it will be 
saved as a True ASCII file. I usually put 
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the letters TA as a suffix to the file name in 
order to indicate that it is a True ASCII 
file. 

Peter will have a 5 1/4 inch floppy disk 
Amiga drive (soon) and by using an 
Emulator he will be able to interpret your 
file into an Amiga format. 

3. Use a program called ’The Big Blue 
Reader’ (it is in the library) and format one 
of your floppies in MS-DOS mode and 
then save your file to this disk. The Amiga 
recognises MS-DOS (as also does IBM) 
and so Peter should have no difficulty. 

4. Peter can read 3.5 inch MS_DOS disks. 
5. As a last resort, send your disk to me 
and I will do all the necessary 
transformations. 

It is a good idea to include a printout of 
your article. 


I have successfully used all the above 
methods and hope they will remove any 
obstacle to your writing articles about the 8 
bit computer world. 


C64 Column - ACAR Jan 1993 
by Owen James 


It’s now official that GeoWorld 
will not be publishing any further 
issues. Still with the C64 
publications RUN Magazine from 
the USA has ceased publication. 
Lack of advertisers and reduced 
readership are the reasons. 


In the news this month is word of 
a new GEOS-related magazine. 
"seo VISION" International is g 
bi-monthly publication with an 
average of 28-32 pages. They will] 
also be offering a bi-monthly 
disk. Rates for foreign 
subscribers is $US27 per year for 
magazine and $US39 per year for 
disk. Contact geoVISION 
International, 816 S.E. Polk 
Street, Camas, Washington 
98607-2240 USA. 
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8 Bit HELP! COLUMN 


This is the HELP! column for users of C-64, C-128 and other 8-Bit computers. If you would like to share 
your experience in the fields of programming, software, hardware etc. with your fellow members, submit 
your name with your area of expertise to the editor. 


NAME: HELP OFFERED WITH: PHONE: 
Terry Baade Contact for M’borough/Hervey Bay Members (071)215059 
Doreen Horne Programming Problems & Disk Corruption 398 7441 


Ivor Laggan GEOS 273 4212 
Doug MacLurkin MicroSwift Spreadsheet, Basic 350 4034 
Vic Mobbs Contact for Sunshine Coast Members (074) 923 205 
Vic Mobbs SuperScript/Base 64/128, 1581 Disk Drives (074) 923 205 
Angus Norrie Simon’s Basic 371 2945 
Ron Rich H’ware Interfacing for Amat. Radio Prgms 355 2623 
Fred Turnidge Family Roots (genealogy), Write Stuff (063) 371 124 
Rod Watson Getting Started with the Commodore 857 6131 





These are private numbers, so only ring between the hours of 6pm and 9pm week nights. 


64-128 
Workshop 


25 Fairleigh St., 
Windsor: 
3rd Sunday of the 
Month 
1pm--4pm 


Rod Watson 


coordinator. 


Phone: 857 6131 


Huge selection of Public Domain 
software and a C64 and printer 


permanently set up. Magazine library 
for the 64s operates. 
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FOR SPECIAL ON 

1541 DISK DRIVES 











DISKS 
Public Domain disks5.25" Single sided:$2.00 ea. 
Double sided: $3.00 ($3.00 p&p for up to 5 disks) 
Catalogue disks 5.25" for P.D or Library: $2.00 ea. 
($2.00 p&p). 
5.25" blank disks: $8.00 per 10 ($3.00 p&p). 
BOOKLETS 
Public Domain Instruction Book(C64): $5.00 ($2.00 
& 
ete with Disk Drives ( Paul Blair):$2.00 ($1.00 
&p) 
Griohies and Sound on the C64 (G. Perry): $5.00 
($2.00p&p) 
Userware Wordprocessor 
THE WRITE STUFF 64 
(word processor), with Manual: $18.00. 
V2. BB SPELLER 64 
(supplementsTWS64) $12.00. 
BB Talker 
(Write Stuff with speech synthesizer) $12.00. 
THE WRITE STUFF 128 
( word processor) with Manual: $30.00. 


V2 BB Speller 128 
(supplements TWS128) : $12.00. 






PLEASE NOTE: Activities that breach 
Copyright on Commercial Software are 
illegal, and will not be tolerated a 
Meetings! 
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WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN 
IT’S TIME TO SEE 


Tony May 
Tony and his team of skilled technicians 
are the people to see for all Commodore 


SPECIAL 
1541 DISK DRIVE 
FULL SERVICE 
CLEAN & HEAD 
ALIGNMENT 


ONLY $35 
| MINIMUM DELAY Members must show 


current membership card to 
receive SPECIALS 


Nth ba i Compute Repair 


ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


Shop 4 / 32 Brisbane Road, Bundamba Q4304 
Telephone (07) 816 1388 






































FISH GLUT Z 
ATCCUGO << 


RECORD CATCH PROVIDES 
BUMPER LISTING 


Due to "Fish Listings" not being available or 
the December issue of "Cursor" this edition 
contains listings from 751 to 797. This was 
done in order that the Editor could basically 
Start the year afresh and hopefully listings 1 
will arrive before the printers deadline is | 
reached each month. f | 





Remember that FISH DISKS are available 
for copying at our Worshop Meetings for free 
also they can be purchased at Main Meetings 7 
and a postal service is provided for members. =3= 
















CONTENTS OF DISK 751 -| PPMC 
eid aie Powerpacker Mini Clone. 
Annotate A text editor | This is powerpacker.library 
written for ADos 2.04 only. |meeting gadtools.library: A 
Takes advantage of Public small utility, useful for 
screens and the system|Compres- sing any text or 
default font. Features |data file. Version 1.1 which 
include folding, shifting, |includes the C source for 
vertical cut and paste, full|both SAS/C & DICE. 
clipboard support, macros, | Author: Reza Elghazi 
scroll bar, editor buffering, 
printing, text locking and a 
tools menu. Version 1.8, an 
update to version 1.0 on disk 
number 641. Binary only. 
Author: Doug Bakewell 


Master (Sound Magic), or 
Generic audio digitizer. 
VCLI.1sycomplLetely 
multitasking and will run 
continuously in the 
background, waiting to 
execute your voice command 
even while other programs 
may be running. With VCLI 
you can launch multiple 
applications or control any 
program with ARexx 
capability completely by 
spoken voice command. 
VCLI is compatible with 
both NTSC and PAL. This 
is version 5, a major upgrade 
and replacement for version 
4 on disk number 618. 
Binary only, requires 
AmigaDOS 2.0. Author: 
Richard Horne 






















































ReflexTest A game 
which tests your addition, 
subtraction, or multipli- 
cation skills. The goal is to 
answer several math 
questions in the shortest 
possible time. A 
continuation to the version 
found on disk number 713. 
Binary only. Author: Jason 
Lowe 














CheatFont A simple 
program which Patches the 
TOPAZ/8 font. You can use 
one out of FIVE 
implemented fonts, but it’s 
also possible to install 
external fonts via the 
req.library and/or the 
reqtools. library. Also 
included in the package are 
30 demofonts. OS\2.0 








































VCLI Voice 
Command Line Interface 
allows you to execute CLI or 
ARexx commands, or 
ARexx scripts, by spoken 


YearPrintQ Prints a 
calendar of the year onto 
four sheets of paper. The 
GUI adapts itself 
automatically to the actual 
required, freeware, binary voice command through|system font. With AmigaOS 
onlv. Athr: Nils Jon’ Gvrs_ | your Perfect Sound 3, Sound |2.1, a localization also takes 
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BootLogo Designed for 
machines displaying a white 
screen during boot- time. 
Displays a nice picture that 
automatically terminates as 
soon as the first window is 
opened during the boot 
process. Requires 
AmigaDOS 2.0 or higher. 
Version 1.0, binary only. 
Author: Markus IIlenseer 
































operation is in progress. 
Runs from both WorkBench 
and CLI. Includes source in 
C and Assembly. Author: 
Kamran Karimi 


update to ver- sion 1.00b on 
disk number 579. Includes 
several sample songs. 
Author: Teijo Kinnunen and 
Ray Burt-Frost 



















Win2Front A simple, | CONTENTS OF DISK 756 
small and pure utility similar | -------------------- 

to Shell2Front on disk} KOE2 Three-turn 
number 741. This program |demo of the strategy role- 
adds the ability to specify the | playing game Kingdoms of 
name of the window to be|England II, where up to six 
brought to the front. Version|human or computer players 
0.21, binary only. Author:|compete for nearly 200 
Girard Commu territories of the old British 
Isles. Features excellent, 
scrolling, 64-color extra 
halfbrite graphics. Requires 
1Mb minimum memory. 
Binary only. Author: Brian 
Vodnik and Realism 
Entertainment 































Enforcer A tool to 
monitor illegal memory 
access for 68020/68851, 
68030, and 68040 CPUs. 
This is a completely new 
Enforcer from the original 
idea by Bryce Nesbitt. It 
contains many new and 
wonderful features and 
options and no longer 
contains any exceptions for 
specific software. Enforcer 
can now also be used with 
CPU or SetCPU FASTROM 
or most any other MMU- 
Kick- start-Mapping tool. 
Major new output options 
such as local output, stdout, 
and parallel port. Highly 
optimized to be as fast as 
possible. This is version 
37.25 and requires V37 of 
the OS or better and an 
MMU. Author: Michael 
Sinz 


































XPK An interfacing 
standard between 
applications and packer lib- 
raries. Any XPK application 
can handle every XPK 
packer. “Included 
applications: 

(de)compressing file handler, 
a packing app-icon, 
command line packers, a 
LoadSeg() patch, adapted 
image displayer and movie 
player, and many more. 
Also included: 4 nice 
packers, 2 very isafe 
encryptors, and some 
demonstration libraries. 
Version 2.4, includes 
developer’s application kit. 
Author: Urban Dominik 
Mueller, Bryan Ford and 
others 

























PopUpMenu A small 
program that makes it 
possible for you to use pop- 
up menus with any program 
that uses standard intuition 
menus. Version 5.0, an 
update to version 4.3 on disk 
667. Includes source. 
Author: Martin Adrian 

































Run68013 Emulates 11 
of the 68020-specific 
instructions and its regis- ters 
in a system with 68000. It 
does so using 68000 instruc- 
SmartDisk A 512K pre- tions and memory. None of 
fetch scsi cache that| CONTENTS OF DISK 755 |the new 68020 addressing 
currently supports xt.device, | -------------------- modes are supported. Runs 
gvpscsi.device and} OctaMED Save-|from both WorkBench and 
scsi.device. For users with|disabled version of the full-|CLI. An upgrade from the 
not more than one drive on a|featured OctaMED-Pro, a|]Run68010 on disk number 
device only. Version 1.3.1,Jcommercial product.|638. Includes source in 
includes source. Author: |OctaMed is the 8-channel|assembly. Author: Kamran 
David Le Blanc version of MED, a music| Kanmi 
editor which was originally 
designed for making music| CONTENTS OF DISK 757 
for programs (demos, games, | -------------------- 

etc), but works well as a} CMDemo A couple of 
stand- alone music program. |nifty animation demos 
This is version 4.00, an|icreated with GVP’s new 






























































SofTrack Opens a little 
window that shows the 
current track number of the 
heads of each floppy drive 
and whether a read or write 
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SYNAPSE COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


P.O. Box 41, BULIMBA QLD 4171 Phi: (07) 899-0980 


Don’t Forget our BBS - (O7) 3595-7724 24 Hours 


ATTN: AMIGA Owners - For the BEST Price, just ASK!!! 





Blank Disks - SPECIAL! 


3.5" DSDD packs of 10: 


‘White Box’ $6.85 
(Cheapies - great for game backups) 
’MegaMedia’ $8.50 


(Great quality, Lifetime Warranty!!) 


ALL other sizes/densities 
available - please ask!! 


RAM Expansions 


512K w/Clock (as00) $55.00 
AX-RAM 4Mb w/0k$150.00 
8Mb (A2000) w/0k $179.00 


1Mb Exp. (A600) $125.00 


(Includes Clock and Calendar!) 


FREE Installation on any of these RAM 
expansions just for asking! 









Products - AS TRADED 


Modem 2400 Baup $189.00 
(Gain entry to BBS’s, w/Amiga S/W!) 
XT Bridgeboard $275.00 
(Suit A2000, with 5.25" disk drive!) 
Amiga 2000HD _ $899.00 
(1 ONLY with 40Mb Hard Drive) 
SyQuest 44Mb $525.00 
(FAST Backups, SCSI. Great price!) 


Trade-Ins are always coming - call! 
30 day warranty on all above products!! 


RAM Chips (80ns or FASTER) 


2Mb for A590 
2Mb for A2091 
2Mb for GVP 


(most Series II Products) 


4Mb for A3000_ ‘$279.00 


(Genuine Static Column ZIP) 


$120.00 
$120.00 
$120.00 


Don't leave home!!! Installation in your 
house by CommCare Technician. ASK! 








[= 





Modems 


Maestro 2400XR $289.00 
Maestro 9600XR%* $379.00 


Maestro 9642XR* $419.00 
* 2400 DATA, 9600 BAUD FAX Only! 
Maestro V.32 SE $579.00 


Spirit Il FaximModem $610.00 
(14,400 bps Data, 9600 S/R Fax) 


ALL Modems Austel Approved. 









SCOOP PURCHASES! 











The ANSWER! ~~ $125.00 


(Amiga Answering Machine!) 


400 DPI Scanner $289.00 


(105mm Hand Scanner) 


CHEAPER for CASH! 


Call NOW to ensure stock allocation! | 


Call for enquiries/orders 


TRADING HOURS: 


Mon-Sat 08:00am - 08:00pm 
Sunday 02:00pm - 04:00pm 


Please call to book a time first! 


Mail Oroer Welcome! 
























Quantum Hard Drives 


52Mb 3.5"SCSI $419.00 
(Upgrade your A590!) 

105Mb 3.5" SCSI $625.00 
240Mb 3.5" SCSI $999.00 


(Cash ONLY Special - Limited stock) 
170Mb 3.5" SCSI $749.00 





Please call to confirm current stocks. 


Great News - | WILL take trade-ins of 
your old hard drive!!! Call for details... 


And More... 


Swifty Mouse (Amiga) $45.00 
(3 Button Mouse - Top Quality!) 


3.5" Disk Head Cleaner $8.00 


AMIGA ONLY Specialists: 


Hardware Mods also avail. 


Ph: (O07) 899-0980 
Fax: (07) 847-1228 
BBS:(07) 395-7724 


CASH, C.O.D., 5b 


Credit Cards 


Don’t risk losing money - I'll always attempt to offer the best price... Put me to the test! 




























release 1.03. Freeware, 
binary only. Author: Martin 
Blom 





Features include merge file 
creation for most popular 
Amiga word pro- cessors, 
envelope printing, user- 
defined address formats, 
Support for the Amiga 
clipboard device, and much 
more. Version 2.0, an 
update to version 1.0 on disk 
#559. Binary only. Author: 
Jeff Kelly 


yacc, zoo, lha(rc). Version 
1.1, an update by Gary 
Duncan to Version 1.0 by 
Edwin Hoogerbeets disk 
number 231. Changes| CONTENTS OF DISK 768 
include looking for a few | -------------------- 

more types, improving its IQ Part 1 of a three 
slightly, and amending|part distribution of the 
source to compile ANSI-C | popular editor by the late 
under SAS/C 6.0. Includes|Rick Stiles. Per Rick’s 
C-source. Author: Edwin|wishes, the entire program, 
Hoogerbeets and Gary |including source has been 
Duncan placed in the public domain 
so that it may continue to 
grow. This part contains the 
editor, con- fig and support 
file's; iaind*Phate *d 
documentation. Parts 2 & 3 
of the distribution may be 
found on disk numbers 769 
and 770 respectively. Uedit 
is a completely customizable 
editor with a learn mode, a 
command language, menus, 
hypertext, online help, a 
teach mode, split windows, 
copy and paste, undo, spell- 
checking, many word- 
processing features and 
more. This is version 4.0, an 
update to version 3.0 on disk 
622. Author: Rick Stiles 

























































AntiCicloVir A link virus 
detector that detects 25 
different such viruses. 
Version 1.6a, containing a 
small but important bug fix 
to version 1.6 on disk 733. 
Share-ware, binary only. 
Author: Matthias Gutt 






















TextRead A nice, fast, 
text file reader which was 
designed to replace More or 
PPMore. The text output is 
very quick, since the 
program writes directly into 
it’s screen miemory. 
Supports printing, different 
tabsizes, fonts and screen 
modes. Configurations can 
be saved. Search routines 
use the locale library, if 
present. Requires OS 2.04, 
ReqTools.library v37+ and 
PowerPacker.library v35+ 
(both included). Version 
37.16; release 1:03: 
Freeware, binary only. 
Author: Martin Blom 



















BackUP A freely 
distributable, shareware hard 
drive backup program that 
features a custom Intuition 
interface, multi-floppy drive 
support, high-density drive 
Support, incremental/full 
backups, on-the-fly 
compression using lh.library, 
optional verify, two types of 
backup logs and a restorable 
configuration. BackUP 
requires Workbench 2.0. 
Version 3.77, an update to 
version 3.5 on disk number 
724, contains several 
features, some opti- 
mizations and a several few 
bug fixes. Binary only. 
Author: Felix R. Jeske 
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TextRead Atast bot| = ass 

quite simple ascii reader, | ALook An IFF ILBM 
which was designed to|displayer with lots of 
replace More or PPMore. features! Displays Anims, 
The text output is very fast,} HAM, extra half-brite, 
since the program writes}|overscan, low-res, hi-res, 
directly into it’s screen/lace, etc. Runs from 
memory. The program|WorkBench or CLI, 
supports printing, different}recursive wild-card 
tabsizes, fonts and screen |selection, specifiable delays 
modes. The search routines | between displays, loop mode 
uses local.library, if present, }and more. Uses iff. library, 
so the case insensitive search |Requires OS 2.0. Version 
works in Sweden too...|3.1, binary only. Author: 
Requires OS 2.04, |Trevor Andrews 
ReqTools.library v37+ and 
PowerPacker.lib- rary v35+. 
The two libraries are 
included. Version 37.16, 





































































File Examines given 
file(s) and takes an educated 
guess as to their type. File 
types looked for include:- 
fonts, icons, execut- ables, 
objects, compressed, 
command scripts,C source, 
direc- tories, iffs, LaTeX 
source, modula II source, 
shell commands and scripts, 
TeX source, dvi, uuencoded, 
















CopperPrefs A OS 2.0- 
style preferences editor that 
allows you to load,edit and 
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complete Email with binary 
mail and multiple 
forwarding, user statistics 
including messages writ- ten, 
files uploaded or 
downloaded, time, etc, plus 
much more. Works under 
Amiga OS 1.3 and greater, 
tested through 3.0. This is 
version 5.7, an update to 
version 5.5 on disk 729. 
Includes complete ARexx 
source. Author: Richard Lee 
Stockton 


800x600 or higher resolu- 
tions with some applications 
which don’t know how to 
open those screens but can 
otherwise handle bigger 
screen sizes, 3) use 
PAL:Productivity 640x400 
mode instead of 
DbINTSC:High Res Lace 
mode, since the productivity 
mode tends to be more 
visible on some Amiga 
4000’s. Version 1.0, binary | CONTENTS OF DISK 772 
only. Author: Steve Koren __| -------------------- 

VMB Demo version 
of VIDEO MUSIC BOX, a 
program designed to provide 
an easy to learn and use 
facility that non-musicians or 
begin- ning musicians can 
use to compose original 
background music for their 
Amiga multimedia 
productions. No prior music 
com- positional knowledge 
is required to generate basic 
musical styles from pre- 
arranged music pattern 
templates and chord 
progressions. Individuals 
having increased musical 
backgrounds can use the 
many included editors to 
define new chord-types, 
"revoice" chords, create new 
chord progressions, perform 
basic sequence editing, and 
create additional pattern 
templates. Supports both 
MIDI Format 0 and IFF 
SMUS music file formats for 
compatibility with al] 
multimedia authoring 
programs. Version L 6, 
second major upgrade to 
version 1.0 on disk number 
660. This new version is 
AmigaDOS 2 compatible, 
allows un- limited pattern 
generation in a single 
sequence, has improved 
musical dynamics, and 
expanded MIDI. Requires 1 












however, is when debugging 
code thru a disassembler or 
monitor, the code you see 
differs from that you have 
written because of the 
optimization. By optimizing 
the source first, you can 
eliminate some of these 
differences. Version 1.0, 
binary only, CLI usage only. 
Author: Alexander Fritsch 













































































































PubChange A 
commodity for AmigaDos 
2.04. It isn’t a public screen 
man- ager, but it is useful 
when used in conjunction 
with one. It is designed to 
make public screens easier to 
use. Whenever a new screen 
is brought to the front, this 
screen is examined. If it is a 
public screen, it is made into 
the default automat- ically 
without having to explicitly 
do it from within a public 
screen manager. Thus, the 
current default public screen 
is always the one which you 
have most recently brought 
to the front, and applications 
which use the default public 
screen will appear there. 
Version 1.0, binary only. 
Author: Steve Koren 


NiceMove Some 
different examples in C of 
MOUSEMOVE event 
handling during high CPU or 
DMA usage. Version 1.00, 
first release. Includes source 
and a sample program. 
Author: Thies Wellpott 










Sing Sing will read a 
text file (actually ANY file) 
and try to "sing" the 
characters in it using internal 
simple waveforms in 4 
voices. Binary only. Author: 
Richard Lee Stockton 





















Sound Sound sample 
player. Will play ANY file 
as sound. Understands IFF, 
stereo, and fibronicci 
compression. Can play 
direct from disk. Uses only 
4k of chip ram. Effects 
include fade and grow. 
Works from CLI or 
WorkBench, all OS thru 3.0. 
Includes complete C source. 
Author: Richard Lee 
Stockton 









































PKludge A mode 
promotion commodity for 
AmigaDos 3.0. It allows any 
mode to be promoted to any 
other mode. Mode 
promotion keyed from the 
screen name or title, and 
resizing and moving screens 
during mode promotion. It is 
useful to 1) promote all 
screens to a single scan rate 
to avoid re-syncing on 
multisync moni- tors during 
screen flipping, 2) use 


























SourcOpt A little 
assembly language source 
optimizer. While most 
assem- blers have 
optimization, they optimize 
the compiled code. One 
disadvantage of this 


















CURSOR PAGE 33 FEBRUARY 1993 





































to version 37.25 on disk 
number 754. Requires V37 
of the OS or better and an 
MMU. Author: Michael 
Sinz 


Mes... AUthoOr? — DTT: 
Strohbeen 


original hackertest was 
created by Felix Lee, John 
Hayes and Angela Thomas 
in Sep- tember 1989. Author: 
Erik Lundevall 







CONTENTS OF DISK 773 
Detache A very small 
and simple utility that will 
detache a file from the file 
system. Note that this is 
completely different than 
deleting a file. In particular, 
Detache works even if the 
file system did not restart 
properly because of a failed 
validation. This happens 
rather frequently if the 
Amiga crashes during a write 
on a hard disk partition: you 
get the dreaded "checksum 
€rror on block xxx" 
requester, and no writes are 
allowed to the partition. If 
you know the name of the 
guilty file (the file the faulty 
block belongs to) you can 
Simply detache it, and the 
file system will be happy to 
restart. Requires OS2.04, 
binary only. Author: 




















Ls An update based 
wholly but loosely to the 
version 3.1 of Ls on disk 
number 236 by Justin 
McCormick. Includes many 
enhance- ments and bug 
fixes. Ls is a popular, UNIX 
style directory lister. This 
version features intelligent 
columnar listing, versatile 
sort options, UNIX-style 
pattern matching, recursive 
subdirectory listing, 
customized output 
formatting and much more! 
Version 4.7ljr, requires at 
least OS 2.04, includes 
source. Author: Loren J. 
Rittle. 


REXXProgs Some good, 
well-commented, examples 
of REXX programming. 
Includes Palette.rexx, an 
ARexx tutorial on using the 
rexx- arplib.library to open a 
window (in this case a color 
palette) on any public screen 
and send messages to 
another ARexx pro- cess. 
ShoList.rexx, displays 
system lists (libraries, ports, 
tasks, etc.) and Sz.rexx, 
Displays alphabetically 
sorted directory with 
filesizes. CLI only. Author: 
Richard Lee Stockton 







































Wangle Very addictive 
"sliding-block" single player 
strategy game. The object is 
to group four smaller squares 
of the same color together in 














NewPop An upgrade 
to the original "POPCLI" by 
John Toebes. Features 




















Sebastiano Vigna include a hotkey CLI (of|such a way as to form a 
b course!), instant or timed |larger square. Once started 
nforcer A tool to|screen blanking, a discreet|in a direction, blocks slide 








until they hit another block, a 
wall, or in some cases, fall 
through the floor! Includes 
50 levels and a level editor. 
Binary only. Author: Peter 
Handel 


Monitor illegal memory 
access for 68020/68851, 
68030, and 68040 CPUs. 
This is a completely new 
Enforcer from the original 
idea by Bryce Nesbitt. It 
©Ontains many new and 
Wonderful features and 
Options and no longer 
Contains any exceptions for 
Specific software. Enforcer 
Can now also be used with 
CPU or SetCPU FASTROM 
Or most any other MMU- 
Kick- Start-Mapping tool. 

ajOr New output options 
such as local output, stdout, 
and parallel port. Highly 
optimized to be as fast as 
possible. This is version 
37.26, containing a bug fix 


informative backdrop 
window in the title- bar 
region of the WorkBench 
screen that gives the date, a 
rough indication of CPU 
usage and SCSI disk I/O and 
available memory. Also 
includes a runtime| CONTENTS OF DISK 774 
configuration file. Version | ---—---—---—--— 

4.0, includes source. Author: | ExtraCmds A small set 
Loren J. Rittle of AmigaDOS commands, 
chiefly inspired by UNIX, 
written to augment the 
collection distributed as part 
of the System Software 
Release 2.04 (V37) and will 
not run under older releases. 
This is the first public 
release consisting of the 
commands Common, 
Concat, Count, DirTree, 
















































Quest General 
purpose interactive AREXX 
question/answer routine that 
includes a very funny script 
("HackerTest") to rate your 
"“computerese" and hacker 
ability. Quest can be used 
for any similiar type 
question-answer script. The 
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SOUNDEffect Sound 
sample editing program. 
Special features include: 
temporary buffers, frequency 
and amplitude modulation 
(tremolo and vibrato), echo, 
special reverb effect, chorus 
effect, mixer, free hand 
editing, low and high pass 
filter, compresser, expander, 
limiter, distortion and all 
usual functions (copy, paste, 
insert, cut, looping, zooming 
Draglt Allows you to etc.). Version 1.30, 
move or size a window| CONTENTS OF DISK 793 |shareware, binary only. 
without having to use the | -------------------- Author: Sven B|hling 

drag bar or sizing gadget.| DateCheck A Rexx 
Press on the configurable |program that validates the| CONTENTS OF DISK 794 
quali- fier, while holding it, system date by comparing it | -------------------- 
Press your selected mouse|to the date stored when 
button, and move the mouse.|DateCheck was last 
You'll see the window |executed. If the system date 
border appear, and you’ ll be |is earlier or too much later 
able to drag or size it.|than the stored date, the user 
Requires OS 2.0, supports |is notified by a requester. 
localization with/Version 1.01. Author: 
locale.library and the new| Michael Tanzer 
style 2.1 (or 3.0) preference. 
Version 2.01, binary only. 
Author: Steve Lemieux 


and adds a "definition" for 
the filetype to a brain file. 
Version 2.9, binary only. 
Author: Sam Hulick 


String, Memo (Text), Date 
and Time. Number of data- 
sets is only limited by 
available memory. Lacking 
documenta- tion, (available 
with shareware submission) 
but full Intuition interface 
make many operations quite 
obvious. Also includes some 
example projects. Runs 
under OS 1.3 and 2.0, 
Shareware, binary only. 
Author: Steffen Gutmann 


















































WBPat Creates 
random 3D patterns for your 
2.04 WorkBench windows. 
A pattern can be shifted or 
changed, tested, used and 
saved. Version 1.0, includes 
source in C. Author: Ekke 
Verheul 








































































A special 
animplayer. Plays LORES 4- 
plane ANIMS anims in a 
HIRES-LACE screen. The 
result is a FULLspeed, small 
(1/4) animation with a high 
resolution. The anim can be 
placed anywhere on the 
screen. One of nine 
copperlists can be added in 
one register without loss of 
speed. Version 0.8, binary 
only. Author: Ekke Verheul 





















ReflexFinal A game 
which tests your addition, 
subtraction, division, mul- 
tiplication, percentage, and 
algebra skills. The goal is to 
answer several math 
questions in the shortest 
possible time. A continuation 
to "ReflexTest" on disk 
number 751. Binary only. 
Author: Jason Lowe 




















ModHPLJD A Rexx 
Program that creates a 
modified version of the 
HP_Laser Jet driver. The 
modification changes the 

initialize’ string so that the 
font chosen from the printer 
menu (rather than 12pt 
Courier) can be used and the 
number of lines per inch can 
be specified. Version 1.01. 
Author: Michael Tanzer 










ReqTools A standard 
Amiga shared runtime 
library which makes it a lot 
quicker and easier to build 
standard requesters into your 
pro- grams. Designed with 
CBM’s style guidelines in 
mind, so that the resulting 
requesters have the look and 
feel of AmigaDOS 2.0. 
Version 2.la,; lots of 
enhancements since release 
1.0d on disk 623. Includes a 
demo and glue/demo 
sources. Author: Nico 
Francois 






















Snap A tool for 
clipping text or graphics 
from the screen, using the 
TC] clipboard device. Snap finds 
" on onan An|out character coordinates 
Intelligent’ file identifier. automatically, handles 
Has the ability to "learn"|different fonts, keymaps, 
new types of files by simply accented characters, and 
Scanning groups of known|more. Version 1.63, 
types of files, and checking | contains a small bug fix to 
the first 20 bytes for|version 1.62 on disk number] CONTENTS OF DISK 795 
similiarities. It then reports|524. Includes source. |-------------------- 
on the matching accuracy | Author: Mikael Karlsson PSTools Part 1 of a two 
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part distribution of DVIPS 
ported from a Unix 
environment. DVIPS is a 
program that takes TeX .DVI 
files and converts them to 
PostScript files. If you don’t 
have access to a PostScript 
printer, you can still take 
advantage of the vast amount 
of useful documentation in printing on the HP Laser Jet 
TeX .dvi or PostScript ._ps} CONTENTS OF DISK 797|series printers. Author: 
format using the incredibly | -------------------- Gustaf Neumann, amiga port 
excellent POST program} A2ps Another "oldie | by Daniel Barrett 

from FF669. This portion of | but goodie" I found poking| HP3ps An 
the distribution contains the | around the net. This seemed |intuitionized utility for 
DVIPS binary, source and |like an appropriate place to | changing modes on a Pacific 
config files; DVIPS|putit. A2Ps formats an ascii |Page Postscript Emulation 
documentation; the Adobe |file for printing on a|Jcartridge. Allows you to 
Font Metric Files, TeX vf|postscript printer, adds|select HP-PCL or 
font files and LaTeX files. | borders, headers etc. Lots of POSTSCRIPT mode by 
Part 2 of the distribution can}|command line options. |simply clicking on a gadget. 
be found on disk number |Includes source. Author:| Version 92.02.09, binary 
796. Includes DICE C-| Miguel Santana, amiga port|only. Author: Scott Dhomas 
source. Author: Originally | by Daniel Barrett Trenn 
from DECUS, Amiga port 
by Jonathan Hudson 


from FF669. This portion of 
the distribution contains the 
TeX pk font files and the 
TeX tfm font files. Part 1 of 
the distribution can be found 
on disk number 795. Author: 
Originally from DECUS, 
Amiga port by Jonathan 
Hudson 


D EF _C a n. d 
BYTE/KILO/MEGA. 
BIGMec can be started from 
Workbench as well as from 
CLI. Version 1.0, binary 
only. Author: Sandi Tomsic 

DVI2LJ A cli utility to 
convert TeX .DVI files into 
HP PCL files suitable for 










































































































































































BBBF The 
Bootblock.library/brainfile is 
an attempt to make life a 
little bit easier for 
programmers of anti-virus 
utilities, diskcopy programs, 
directory utilities, disk 
packers and for whoever 
who wants to check the 
bootblock of some device 
The library has some easy- 
to-use functions to read the 
brain- file, and to check a 
bootblock with it. Version 
0.95 beta, brainfile 
recognizes 158 different 
viruses. Includes sample 
source. Author: Johan 
Eliasson, SHI member. 


PSUtils Some cli 
utilities for the manipulation 
of PostScript files. Includes: 
psbook - rearranges pages 
into signatures; psnup - uses 
pstops to merge multiple 
pages per sheet; psselect - 
selects pages and page 
ranges; pstops - performs 
general page rearrangement 
and selection; and epsffit - 
fits an EPSF file to a given 
bounding box. Includes 
source. Author: Angus 
Duggan, amiga port by 
Jonathan Hudson 


UnDelete Restores 
deleted files and (empty) 
directories with a fast 
deleted-file-find routine. It 
is often as fast as "delete". 
Works on all OFS and FFS 
disk devices, but from Shell 
only. Version 1.02, binary 
only. Author: Ekke Verheul 


CONTENTS OF DISK 796 
PSTools Part 2 of a two 
part distribution of DVIPS 
ported from a Unix 
environment. DVIPS is a 
program that takes TeX .DVI 
files and converts them to 
PostScript files. If you don’t 
have access to a PostScript 
printer, you can still take 
advantage of the vast amount 
of useful documentation in 
TeX .dvi or PostScript .ps 
format using the incredibly 
excellent POST program 


















































Spots A useless but 
pretty 24-bit-RGB and HAM 
spot-paint-program. Handles 
scripts to render animations. 
It needs arp.library o,; 
WorkBench 2.0. Check out 
the examples to see if you 
like the effect. Version 1,10 
binary only. Author: Ekke 
Verheul 































BIGMec A shareware 
utility that displays the 
current available amount of 
memory, the memory 
available when BIGMec was 
started and the difference 
between those. The amounts 
can be displayed in HEX/ 
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INTERACTIVE 
MULTIMEDIA 


from Commodore 





TALK TO YOUR TELEVISION 


MEGA DISC 


Currently available through the PD Library "MEGADISC 31" 
this is the ORIGINAL Disk Magazine for the AMIGA and only 
Costs $16 
Megadisc is a treasure trove of information for the Amiga User 
BACK ISSUES $12.50 EACH OR 4 FOR $48 


Cursor front cover this issue features an 
IFF image downloaded from the WANTED 
CCUGQ BBS.. ARTICLES AND IMAGES 


Do you have a visual masterpiece why FOR INCLUSION IN 
not post it to me for possible inclusion in "CURSOR" 


Cursor or upload it to the Club BBS. 
PETER HUGHES 
54 PRINCETON STREET ALSO WANTED ARE 3 
KENMORE QLD 4069 MEMBERS TO CONTRIBUTE & 
(07) 378 5693 TO A REGULAR COLUMN 


Closing date for March CURSOR 
is February 8th all Sale & Wanted OR TO SUB-EDIT ONE 


ads will be removed unless advised in 

writing BBS or Voice. REMEMBER IT’S YOUR 
Advertisers will be circulated for 

requirements. 


MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE 


PUBLIC DOMAIN 
DISKS 


ee een Moa 

ensioner Membership : 

Family or Business Membership.....$50 ee ee 
Country or Associate membership.$30 directed to the PD 
B.B.S. Membership Only $20 Librarian 
Library Administration Fee $10 Mike Williams 
(Required for access to Commercial, (07) 209 9084 

Public Domain and Magazine or 


Libraries) Bob Devries 
(07) 372 7816 


All requests for 


If You Know Someone Who You ee 
Think May Like To Join Our Club AUADLE AY eye 
Pass On This Page ee 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 


q So ot se es 


, Please find enclosed Cheque I Money Order for 8 


; PayabletoC.C.U.G(Q).Inc 8 —S : 
Type of Member:(see over) 1 
a DigMeds al, , te ne, GE ga os 








